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Happy Holidays 
from your best friend Mittens! 
T HE OP MUSIC CHART S - Otherwise known as ... 
What we listened to during the creation of this issue: 
R.L Burnside--A Ass Pocket Of Whiskey (RIP) 
Sarah Harmer-J'm A Mountain 
Sloan-Twice Removed 
Thrush Hermit-Clayton Park 
Lucious Jackson-Natural Ingredients 
GUIDELINES 
The weekly deadline for submissions is 
Wednesday for publication the following 
Wednesday. Letters to the Editor, vacant sec-
tions, and "time-sensitive" articles (weekend 
news, sports, and cultural reviews) will be 
accepted until Saturday noon and can be sub-
mitted to tbe editor at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
All other submissions should be forward-
ed to the appropriate section editor. Please 
include your name, phone number/ email 
address, and word count, and submit via 
email as an MS Word.doc attachment to the 
attention of the appropriate editor. 
The Other Press is run by a collective, 
which means all decisions are reached via a 
democratic voting process. Membership in 
the voting collective is open to any person 
who has contributed to at least rwo of three 
consecutive issues. Those interested in join-
ing the Other Press collective should contact 
the editor at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
News 
opnewseditor@gmail.com 
Opinions 
opinionsubmit@hotmail.com 
A&E 
aeditor@gmail.com 
Features 
opfeatures@gmail.com 
Sports 
mclennonb@douglas.bc.ca 
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ongrats to Ace Blattman, this weeks winner of the 
restigious Other Press employee of the week 
owling Pulitzer. 
LETTITOR 
There are so many things I know nothing about. This 
may seem like a futile statement on its surface, but it's 
actually anything but. My lack of knowledge excites 
the hell out of me. It titillates and fills me with won-
der and hope. And what could be better than a life 
lived in wonder and hope? 
For instance, I know nothing about Bulgaria. 
Well, that's not totally true; I know the capital is 
Sophia, and I know this because I used to drink a 
$5.45 bottle of red wine called "Sophia," which 
proudly claimed that it was from the capital of 
Bulgaria. But I've never been to the country and sud-
denly find myself thirsting to taste more of Bulgaria 
than its cheap Merlot. 
Why am I so stoked about everything that I 
don't know? It's not the reason you may be thinking. 
I'm not going to give you the old, "It's a great big 
world out there, so let's go learn everything we can, 
everyday, Amen," routine. Nope. That just ain't my 
style. I'm simply going to say that I am a creature that 
craves more. I want more knowledge. More fine wine. 
More love and more nights painted red, more intelli-
gent conversation, and more action in a world that is 
wild at heart and all crazy on top. 
All the things I don't know remind me of how 
much more there still is to have. And that somehow 
makes getting up everyday just a tad more reasonable 
of a proposition. 
And speaking of more, this is usually the por-
tion of my lettitor when I tell you more about the 
great issue of the Other Press you're about to read. 
Well, not this week. This week, in the interest of pro-
viding you with more, I'm going to tell all about 
everything that's wrong with this papeL 
First up: News. News is going to have an utter-
ly leftist bias this week and will not even bother feign-
ing objectivity. There will, however, be an informative 
new events calendar, but unfortunately for Editor 
Nicol~ Burton, I did a crappy job of editing it. 
Hopefully, proofreader Millie Strom will bail Nicole 
out on that one. 
Then, there's Opinions. Left Overs is going to 
poopoo Christmas. Yes, it's over commercialized. Yes, 
it's based around consumption. Yes, there's not really 
a Santa Claus. Whatever, Reeve. Right Hook is going 
to speak on how the Conservatives are the obvious 
choice in the upcoming election. Imagine that, JJ 
McCullough in favour of conservative values dictating 
Canada's next federal leaders. Whoopee. 
I've really been waiting to rip on A&E. It turns 
out that two of our knowledgeable music writers have 
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seen fit to declare their top albums of the year in 
print. I bet these two guys didn't actually buy 15 CDs 
between them all year. And their unabashed bashing 
of hip-hop has got to stop. Saying hip-hop sucks 
because the tracks you hear on Much Music blow is 
like saying all guitar-based music blows because 99.3 
The Fox is garbage. When you two are done anointing 
Sufjan Stevens the "Jock Riders Need to Get Laid 
Award" for 2005, why don't you sample a little Aesop 
Rock and hear what a real poet can do with the 
English language. There is a new Blackalicious album 
out as well, Emo geeks. By the way, I really like 
Ilfinoise too; it's just I liked it better in 2000 when it 
was called The Hour of the Bewifderbeast by Badly Drawn 
Boy. And nary a mention of Plans? Why don't you two 
take five bucks and go hail a "Death Cab for Music 
Reviewers." 
Features is actually pretty sweet this week. 
Editor Kevin Welsh explores the interesting concept 
of learning about history and geography through his 
love of minor sports franchising. It's creative and a 
great read. I say mean things to Kevin in person all 
the time, so he gets a pass in this paragraph. 
And then there's Sports. I love our newest edi-
tor, Brian McLennon, and the job he's done with the 
Sports section this semester. He's covering local teams 
and has been writing interesting articles to boot. But 
one 286-word article does not a three-page section 
make, my friend . 
So, here you have it, you're final Other Press of 
2005. Now that I've alienated all the writers and con-
tributors that actually make this paper happen on a 
week-to-week basis, please try and remember the first 
sentence of this piece. I mean, really, what do I know 
anyway? 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, Jolly 
Kwanzaa, Joyous Festivus, and a lovely Winter Solstice 
from the whole crew at the OP. I love you all, each 
and every one of you. 
-Colin Miley, Managing Editor 
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Dacambar 1st Marks World AIDS Day 
Nicole Burton, News Editor 
Last Thursday was World AIDS Day and at 
Douglas College, the Douglas Students 
Union Pride Collective set up tables in the 
main foyer on the New West Campus and 
talked with students about the issues. 
Organizers passed out information on AIDS 
along with contraceptives and lubricants 
much to the appreciation of students. 
Around campus, faculty and students 
wore red ribbons as a tribute to those who 
have died from AIDS. The problem itself, 
however, seems to be infinitely greater than 
our small world. 
The BC Centre for Disease Control 
released a report staring that AIDS in the 
province is on the rise. The report, just in 
time for World AIDS Day, makes it a timely 
reminder that AIDS is everyone's issue. 
According to statistics gathered, an increas-
ing number of British Columbians are con-
tracting the HIV virus, with the highest 
increase being with middle-aged men 
between the ages of 34 and 55. Despite this 
jump in numbers, the greatest at-risk group 
still remains in the younger population. The 
demographic still most likely to contract 
HIV in BC is heterosexual women of 
between the ages of 19 and 34. 
On Thursday, December 1, people all 
over the world held events and celebrations 
for World AIDS Day, working to raise 
ness about AIDS and HIV 
While the awareness may be spreading, 
the problem of AIDS is definitely growing. 
Around the world, more than 40 million 
people are HIV-positive, and more than 25 
million people have died from AIDS in the 
last 25 years. Technology has in some ways 
eased the blow, with the development of 
new treatments that now allow AIDS Vl·c :tm11• 
to live longer. 
For more information, please check out 
The BC Centre for Disease Control: 
www.bccdc.org 
Tha Numbar of Datainaas in "War on Tarror" Passas 
83,000 
Nicole Burton, News Editor 
As of November 2005, the United States has 
detained more than 83,000 people in the four 
years since September 11, 2001. That's enough to 
completely fill both GM Place and BC Place with 
lineups out the doors. 
According to human rights groups both in and 
out of the US, the numbers should be higher. 
They don't include the thousands of US citizens 
who themselves have been detained without evi-
dence under the guise of "national security." In 
2001-2002 alone, there were a reported 1500 
"missing persons" in the United States, illegally 
taken in for questioning and interrogation by US 
Intelligence. The vast majority of these detainees 
were young men between the ages of 20 and 35, 
either from Arab or South Asian descent. 
From Iraq, to Afghanistan, to the 
Guantanamo Bay military base in Cuba, detainees 
in the "War on Terror" have gained a bitterly grinll 
spotlight in the media, thanks to prison scandals 
across the world documenting human rights viola-
tions ranging from abuse, torture, sexual assault, 
and homicide. The most well known of these has 
become the Abu Ghraib torture scandal in Iraq, 
that led to the release of literally thousands of 
photographs and hours of video footage docu-
menting the mistreaunent of Iraqi prisoners by 
US soldiers. 
The US Administration has defended the 
practice of holding detainees in its prisons, main-
taining that the prisons are critical in killing the 
insurgencies in occupied territories, including 
and Afghanistan. 
International law and treaty obligations 
torture and inhumane treatment. Spokespeople 
behalf of the Pentagon and the US Department 
of Defense-have argued that their tactics have 
been "consistent with the law," and that 
into the use of torture or practices that have 
resulted in deaths remain with a few bad apples 
the bottom of the barrel. This argument contin-
ues despite numerous accounts from privates 
victed of conducting abuse and torture, who 
consistently stated that their "orders came from 
above." 
~1o1ghly 14,500 detainees remain in US cus-
tody today, prinllarily in Iraq. Other countries 
are allied with the US in the War on Terror, 
including Canada, have followed similar practices 
of detainment without evidence. In Ontario, 
are currently five Muslim men being held on 
"security certificates," which are pieces of 1<-><1o"•- • 
tion that legalize detainment without evidence 
reasons of "national security." The five men 
collectively been in prison without evidence for 
nearly 1 ,000 months. 
NEWS 5 
Last Weak of Classes for Douglas Students 
Ba praparad for tha coming samastar ahead 
Nicole Burton, News Editor 
The end of classes is here once again. But as students, 
we ourselves should remember that the race isn't over 
until you've crossed the finish line. Stay focused, plan 
ahead, and don't pass out until you've looked over your 
end-of-semester to-do list! 
Today, December 7, is the last day of classes at both 
New West and David Lam Campuses. After this, we all 
have between four and nine days to study for final 
exams (smoke'em if ya got'em!), and five days to regis-
ter for our next semester of classes in the winter. The 
deadli..Qe for paying tuition fees is December 12, so don't 
miss it! 
If you haven't got final exams, expect to see your 
grades posted around December 16. For final examin-
ers, you'll see that you may, like your OP News Editor, 
have to be dragged back to school as late as the 16th in 
order to fill out one measly exam. Our grades will be 
due on December 21. 
And for those without a home this season, you will 
see that Douglas College does not have residence when 
the doors close to the public between December 21 and 
30. Don't worry-UBC students have residence, and 
they're still getting kicked out for the holidays! 
As we all celebrate New Years on January 1st (or the 
"Night of Hugs" as the Cubans call it!), you can begin 
applying for all of those winter semester scholarships, 
bursaries, and awards amid the martinis and Havana 
Club. You have a three-day hangover period in which to 
clean, organize, and re-wind your biological clock-class-
es will begin on January 4, 2006. For those who are late 
to register, this is your day. 
For those who feel that they've made a mistake in 
registering for their "Introduction to Independent 
Comedic Film in Canada" course, they can withdraw. I 
recommend withdrawing. In order to do so, you should 
get down to the Registrar's Office or a local computer 
before January 11, which will be the last day to receive a 
70 percent refund on any course. 
And finally, January 12 is Graduation Day. For those 
about to walk, we salute you. For the rest of us, we need 
to remember to send you a card with some candy. 
McGill May Faca Human Rights Complaint as Muslims Pray in -now 
Josh Ginsberg, The McGill Daily (McGill University) 
place to pray on campus, the Muslim Students' 
Association (MSA) will take its case against McGill 
University to the Quebec Commission des droits de la 
personne et des droits de la jeunesse. 
The commission upholds the principie, .of the 
Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms in Quebec. 
The Canadian Council on American-Islami Relations 
(CAIR-CAN), a national advocacy group, will launch 
the complaint on behalf of the MSA. 
The MSA believes that a section of the Quebec 
Charter of Human Rights, which requires institutions to 
accommodate people with religious needs, mandates 
that McGill provide a prayer space. 
"It's come to a point where it is clear that the uni-
not out, 
Mautbur, human rights coordinator for CAIR-CAN, 
pointing out that the organization's request to be part of 
negotiations between McGill and the MSA was refused 
by the university. 
Mautbur would not give details about the content or 
timing of the complaint, which she said were still being 
worked out, but MSA president Nafay Choudhury said 
that it could be filed as early as next week or as late as 
mid-January. He explained that the potential delay was 
due to concerns that the federal non-confidence vote 
would shift media attention away from the complaint, 
and that the close of the semester would divert student 
attention as well. 
Mautbur said that CAIR-CAN has not yet informed 
McGill of its intentions. 
"We don't bandy human rights complaints about as 
a threat. It's important to all Canadians," she said. 
However, Jennifer Robinson, McGill's vice-principal 
(communications), said the complaint does not come as 
a surprise. Robinson said that the MSA does not speak 
for all Muslim students on campus, pointing to the 
Ismaili Muslim students, who have an off-campus 
prayer space. 
"lThe MSA] wants special treatment; they want spe-
cial privileges," she said. 
Choudhury said that the administration has with-
drawn its previous commitment to aid the MSA with 
fundraising for an off-campus space, but Robinson 
denied the charge, saying that McGill has been working 
with the MSA to find an off-campus solution similar to 
that of other religious groups. 
Choudhury insisted that the human rights complaint 
is a measure of last resort, and is not an attempt to 
defame McGill. ''We have nothing to gain from making 
the university's name bad. We're all students here, too," 
he said. 
Muslim students have been praying outdoors since 
they were evicted from their space in the basement of 
Peterson Hall last May. Some continue to brave the cold 
while others have moved inside since the snowfall. 
The CAIR-CAN complaint will not be the first such 
case to be brought before the human ~ights commis-
sion. 
In March 2003, the Centre Research-Action on Race 
Relations filed a complaint on behalf of the Muslim 
Council of Montreal, demanding a prayer space on the 
campus of !'Ecole de technologie superieure (ETS). 
The complaint included a request for about $600,000 in 
damages. A decision on the ETS case is expected soon, 
and will undoubtedly set a precedent for the CAIR-
CAN and MSA complaint. 
NEWS 6 
Community Calandar 
Join the Other Press News Section every week for all the upcoming events on campus 
and in the city, including career workshops, educational seminars, forums, and free film 
showings. Also, if you know of an event coming up and want to get the word out, send 
an announcement to OPnewseditor@gmail.com and we will post it for you for free! 
j.ight on! 
On Campus 
The Amelia Douglas Gallery presents 
Kidz Show 2! 
January 16 to February 24 
Art of employees' and students' children 
Opening reception February 8, 3:30-6:30pm 
For Gallery times, call 604.527.5495 
Identity-Inclusion-Belonging-Becoming-Respect -Community 
Call for Submissions to the Douglas College President's Writing Contest on Diversity 
Deadline: Monday, February 20 (2006) 
Prizes include gift certificates and publication opportunities. 
Celebrating our diversity in abilities, age, class, Deaf culture, ethnicity, gender, sexuali-
ty ... 
Both academic and creative writing is welcome. Application forms can be found in the 
Library on both New West and David Lam campuses. Winners will be announced on 
Tuesday, March Zlst, 2006-The International Day to Eliminate Racism. 12-1pm, 
Theatre Foyer. 
For more information, contact the Douglas College Communications and Marketing 
Office at 604-527-5326 or 
denofreot@douglas. bc.ca 
Professional Development Day (PDD)-Back by Popular Demand at Douglas College 
February 8, 2006 at New Westminster Campus 
What is PDD? 
College employees set a day aside every two years to gather together to reflect on 
and discuss issues related to working in a public community college. Daytime classes are 
cancelled and department staffing is kept to a minimum so as many employees as possi-
ble can attend. 
The planning committee for PDD is hard at work rescheduling last year's sessions 
where possible and arranging new speakers to augment the program for this year. Please 
mark your calendars for Ethics and Education, February 8, 2006 at the New 
Westminster Campus. 
The planning committee is always seeking new ideas and welcomes your-participa-
tion. For more information please contact the Douglas Development Office at 5411, or 
e-mail Lin Langley at langleyl@douglas.bc.ca. 
NEW WEST and COQUITLAM 
Open House about TransLink's Light Rail Transit (LR1) 
Coquitlam City Centre on Wednesday, D ecember 7 
Pinetree Community Centre (Rooms 7 - 9) from 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
Hey D avid Lam students! Do you want light rail transit (LR1), direct from the SkyTrain 
to Douglas College's D avid Lam campus? You have a chance to make your voice heard! 
LRT project staff will be present to chat with the public and to collect written feedback 
forms. Douglas College administration is lobbying for a stop outside the DL campus but 
Translink needs to hear from students-so if public transportation is important to you, 
please make an effort to stop by the open house! 
New Westminster Public Library's Historical Society presents 
"Christmas 1945: The First After World War II" 
Wednesday, December 21, 7:30pm 
New Westminster Public Library 
716 6th Avenue 
New Westminster 
In a year of anniversaries marking the end of WWII, Archie Miller will look at how 
New Westminster celebrated Christmas 60 years ago. It was a tired but excited world 
that looked forward to peace for the first time in many years. 
For more information, please call: 604-527-4660 
GREATER VANCOUVER 
Join us for a Full Day of Action Against Security Certificates 
on International Human Rights Day 
Saturday December 10 to Sunday December 11 
Vancouver Art Gallery, Robson St. entrance 
Rally from 12pm to 2pm, Saturday 
Followed by a 24-hour vigil ending at noon on Sunday Dec. 11 
Contact or for more information: No One is Illegal at noii-van@resist.ca or 
778.552.2099 
Frank Paul Memorial Rally 
December 6-11 :OOam at Main & Hastings Speakers are: David Dennis, Vice-Preside 
United Native Nations, Lawyer 
Cameron Ward, Curtis Clearsky of Knowledgeable Aboriginal Youth 
Association (KAYA), Billie Pierre of the Native Youth Movement 
Bring your signs and drums. If you have a name of someone who was assaulted by th 
police or worse, you can email noii-van@resist.ca, or you can attend and make a poste 
with their name and/ or picture on it. 
"Strategies of Social Transformation" 
Celebrating the launch of Richard Day's book, Gramsci is Dead: Anarchist Currents · 
the Newest Social Movements (Pluto Press/Between the Lines) 
Presented by Ungrammatical Multitude and Spartacus Books 
Thursday December 8, 6:30 - 9pm 
Spartacus Books 
319 W. Hastings (upstairs, second floor) 
Join us at the newly re-opened Spartacus Books for a participant-led conversation 
around these questions. Our guests include Mia Amir, Fiona Jefferies, and Harsha W 
Bus Riders Union Celebrates 
4 Years of Grassroots Organizing for Transit for All! 
The Bus Riders Union is proud to announce A Celebration of Grassroots 
Organizing, an exciting evening of political discussion, food and live music to dance 
night away! Please join us on December 11, from 6 to 9:30pm at the Mount Pleasant 
Neighbourhood House (800 E. Broadway near Fraser) 
Friday December 11,- Free Public Forum 
Free the Cuban Five- Heroes Held in US Jails. 
Extradite Anti-Cuban Terrorist Luis Posada Carilles to Venezuela! 
Co-organized by Vancouver Communities in Solidarity with Cuba and Vancouver 
Free the Cuban Five Committee. Endorsed by La Surda Latin American Collective. 
5:30pm at Collingwood Neighbourhood House (5288 Joyce St.) 
3rd Annual Anti-War Film Festival 
Imperialist Canada: 
War and Occupation at Home & Abroad 
Documentaries and Films on War, Occupation 
and Imperialism at Home and Abroad 
EXPANDED TO 2 DAYS! 
Saturday, December 17, 11:30am- 9:00pm 
Sunday, December 18, 11:30am- 5:00pm 
Britannia Centre (1661 Napier St) 
High school Auditorium 
Organized by Mobilization Against War and Occupation (MAWO) 
For more information, see www.mawovancouver.org or call604.322.1764 
opinion sub tTl it@ h otma il.co m 7 
B u Bafora God of Tachnology 
"According to a new study, air pollution in our city is 
its lowest level in 30 years, and we have technology to 
" I heard the words come out of the newscaster's 
but I still couldn't believe them. ot the part 
air pollution-the part about thanking technology. 
In many cities, air pollution certainly has been 
l n:dtlced from levels seen in the early 1970s. Our air is 
IlL'''""·'"" cleaner than it was back then. Of course, with 
and more cars on our roads and more and more 
being used, it's starting to get worse again. Still, 
cleaner air is a wonderful health and environmental 
I Stlccess story-one we don't reflect on often enough, nor 
from as much as we could. 
But we can thank technology? Says who? 
Well, it turns out the "study'' was a simple analysis 
done by an industry-funded think tank. The technology 
angle was theirs and the TV news folks just followed 
along. On the surface, it's actually true. New technolo-
gies and widespread application of existing technologies 
did help bring air pollution levels down. But no one 
appears to have asked the simple question: "What 
spurred the invention and application of these new 
technologies?" If they had, they would have found the 
real hero of the story-environmental regulations. 
Technology does not arise out of a vacuum. It does 
not invent itself-at least not yet. It did not wake up one 
day and decide to clean up our air. Technology is a 
result of society's values. In the case of air pollution, 
citizens got angry because their air was dirty and 
demanded their political leaders do something about it. 
The result was new environmental regulations that 
forced industries to clean up their acts. 
Of course, many industry leaders did not want to be 
regulated. Regulation would force them to be innovative, 
hire new engineers and scientists, fix existing systems, or 
build new ones. It would cost them money up front. 
And even if that investment paid off down the road 
due to better efficiency, the initial outlay would cut into 
their quarterly profits. 
So many industries fought environmental regulations 
tooth and nail. From car companies to electricity gener-
ators to appliance manufacturers, they fought change. 
They said such regulations would put them out of busi-
ness. They said conforming to them would destroy the 
economy. Sometimes they said it couldn't be done-that it 
was impossible. 
But after all the fuss, once the targets and timelines 
had been set, industries went to work. They tried new 
things. They invented new products and processes, and 
they got the job done. That's where the technology 
came from. It didn't just appear one day in a burning 
bush. It was a result of the hard work of a variety of 
different groups of people. 
If we recognize that many problems are also oppor-
tunities, we can take advantage of them and regulation 
can help. Our cleaner air is just one example. It's saved 
countless lives, billions of dollars, and improved the 
lives of millions of people. Phasing out ozone-depleting 
substances like CFCs is another success. So are seat 
belts and air bags. None of these advances would have 
occurred if it weren't for the government regulation that 
spurred innovation and the people who made it happen. 
So, we can thank the engineers and scientists who 
did the technical work. We can thank the leaders who 
had the political courage to stand up to nay-saying 
industrial groups and enact strong regulations. We can 
thank the health and environmental organizations, and 
the concerned citizens who demanded government take 
action. 
But thanking technology? Sorry, wrong hero. 
Now I can tell you how to run a campaign ... 
JJ McCullough, OP Columnist 
If you've been reading the papers lately, you can be 
excused for thinking that Stephen Harper is the single 
most incompetent political strategist in the history of 
Canada. Otherwise, why would pretty much every 
columnist, pundit, blogger, and self-proclaimed politi-
cal analyst in the nation feel that Harper needs to hear 
their unsolicited campaign advice? 
While it is heartening to see so many media people 
keen to see the Conservatives actually win for a 
change, the constant nagging of the armchair quarter-
back brigade is getting a bit tiresome. You'd think 
Harper was some sort of perennially fourth-place Jack 
Layton-esque character, rather than the man who 
pulled conservative standings in the House of 
Commons from 78 to 99 in the last election. Maybe 
Harper should just run a full slate of irate newspaper 
columnists this time around, since that would appar-
Xmas Sucks: 
ently ensure a 100 percent sweep. 
The thing about electoral advice from newspaper 
columnists is that their suggestions seem to be mostly 
constructed to increase the party's appeal to other 
newspaper columnists. They confuse the Canadian 
public with the editorialboard of the Toronto Star, and 
assume that the policies that can win over the latter are 
the same as the ones that will impress the former. 
So Harper is told to dress casually so he will pho-
tograph well, speak in gentle terms so he will have 
good sound bytes, and above all, for God's sake don't 
dare criticize the press or it will surely tear you a new 
one. 
More than anything else, the press also loves to 
demand Harper be more moderate. Ditch all that crazy 
social conservative clap trap and pro-America BS, they 
declare, and you'll surely cruise to victory faster than 
you can say Joe Clark. 
The real problem with the Conservative party's 
electoral strategy, in my view, is that these sorts of 
suggestions have actually been taken far too seriously, 
and as a direct result, for the last three elections the 
party (or it's Alliance predecessor) has always gone 
into elections on the defensive. Far from espousing 
radical right-wing policies, its leaders have gone to 
great lengths to try and pass themselves off as the sort 
of Liberal-lite moderates the media keeps clamoring 
for. Whenever it's suggested that the Conservatives 
may in fact hold anti-status quo views on any issue, 
Dutragad Lany pladgas to stay in homa during braak 
lain Reeve, OP Columnist 
Yes, I know, iliere is a federal election coming. Yes, I 
know it's during the holiday season and Paul is spending 
all our money, Stephen is declaring war on gays, Jack is 
getting cocky, and Gilles is just a big doo-doo head. I 
know iliese things. But, sadly that is not my focus today. 
Unlike ilie election, which will still be going on 
when we wipe ilie sleep from our eyes and awaken in a 
new semester, my topic will be long gone. I've pointed a 
lot of fingers, stirred a lot of emotions, and voiced 
many views this past year, but one more thing must be 
said before 2005 grinds to a close: I hate Xmas. 
There are some things you just don't pick on. 
Society has sectioned off many groups/ events/ cultural 
items etc., and made iliem off limits for criticism. Xmas 
is certainly one of those things. Nothing will get you 
shunned by family, ignored by friends, and removed 
from holiday card lists (ha ha!) quicker than criticizing 
ilie dearest of all holidays. I, however, make a point to 
tear open this wound every year to see just how many 
gift lists I can get myself removed from. 
First off, if you celebrate ilie religious aspects of 
Christmas, iliat is totally fine by me. However it is good 
to recognize iliat for most Canadians, Xmas has as 
much to do wiili Jesus as St. Patrick's Day has to do 
wiili St. Patrick. No, for ilie majority of us, ilie 25th has 
gradually changed from a quiet day at home wiili ilie 
family, to a two-monili orgy of binge shopping and bad 
emotions iliat culminate in a day of greediness and 
forced phone calls to distant unknown family members. 
Perhaps this sounds somewhat cynical, but let's face 
it--everything people claim is good and wholesome 
about Xmas is pretty far from reality. First, people will 
argue it's 3 time of giving. Giving to whom? People 
who actually need it? People give maybe a quarter, or 
God forbid/bless, a toonie into ilie Salvation Army 
bucket before dropping $500 on an Xbox 360. I just 
don't understand why showing people you love them 
necessitates running yourself into a horrible debt to buy 
iliem things iliey may or may not want or need. As 
much as we are an ugly product-driven society most of 
ilie time, Xmas makes us retarded. We become so 
caught up in it all that we forget that the good people 
won't care what we get them, and ilie bad ones don~ 
deserve a damn thing. 
I cannot failiom the stress people put iliemselves 
through. Having worked many holiday seasons in the 
retail industry, I can say one thing: I have never seen as 
many uptight, irritable, vicious pricks in one place as I 
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they immediately go into extreme denial mode, paint 
themselves as the true defenders of Canada, and argue 
it's actually the Liberals who are the real radicals. 
Case in point: Last election the Liberals ran a series 
of ads simply consisting of a series of "damning" 
quotes made by Stephen Harper over the years. They 
showed Harper praising the Iraq war, promoting two-
tier healthcare, opposing same-sex marriage, yadda 
yadda yadda. What was the Conservative response? 
They made a website. 
But not a website that, you know, actually defended 
Harper, or backed up his arguments with facts and 
context, or anything like that. No, they made a website 
that presented quotes from Paul Martin in which he 
praised tl1e Iraq war, promoted two-tier healthcare, and 
opposed same-sex marriage. 
I have absolutely no clue what tl1e strategy behind 
this plan was, but apparently it's one the media loves. 
"Throw the charges back at Martin!" the pundits cry. 
"That will fix him!" 
To be sure, Paul Martin is a raging hypocrite, like 
all Liberals. But to argue that he holds, or has held, 
conservative positions identical to that of Mr. Harper 
can only serve two equally unproductive purposes: a) it 
acknowledges that Harper is no more scary tlun 
Martin (which in turn defines them both as moderately 
scary, which seems like a pretty shallow victory) ; and 
b) it reinforces ilie belief that certain issues and posi-
tions are too controversial to ever discuss openly, and 
continued on pg 9 
have in a mall near ilie 25th. I refuse to believe iliat all 
the stress, anger, suicide attempts, and so forili are 
worili the happiness and goodness iliat occur on Xmas 
Day. 
The second thing people will claim is that this is a 
special time for family. Much like wiili Moilier's Day, 
Failier's Day, Valentine's, and Earili Day, iliere are two 
conclusions. Eimer you don't need one special day to 
tell people you care about iliem because you do it all ilie 
time, or you call Aunt Bertha Xmas afternoon to thank 
her for ilie bunny sweater and never talk to her till the 
next year. This means eiilier you're an asshole or your 
aunt sucks and you shouldn't ever talk to her. Why get 
her hopes up? 
Look, all I'm saying is that if you really believe 
Xmas is about iliese things then walk your walk. Buy 
everyone you love one ilioughtful, useful gift. Get good 
and drunk with the family you care about and ignore 
ilie ones who secretly hate you. Stow away ilie decora-
tions, and just sit and enjoy the day off. Stay away from 
malls and, if you have to go, be nice to ilie clerk-you 
have no idea how much crap iliey are putting up wiili. 
And cherish ilie most important thing: You don't have 
to be at school. 
Enjoy ilie break everyone. 
5 ection Editor's note: On!J lain Reeve cares so much about 
Earth Dqy that hdf call you, your ftiends,.your fami!J, and the 
neighbourhood squirrels to sqy he loves you. I love you too, lain, 
but Juck off with the lacey love fetters on April 22nd afreac!J. 
Merry Christmas, you opinionated 5 crooge. 
Why Shouldn't I Posa For Playboy? 
Claire Crighton, The McGill Daily (McGill University) 
MONTREAL (CUP)-"Okay, now arch your back a bit. 
Put your hands on your hips. Give me that hot little 
srnile-thaaaat's it. Perfect. Oh, you're so cute." 
These are the words that tumble out of the Playboy 
photographer's mouth as I kneel on a hotel bed in noth-
ing but my skimpiest black underwear. 
When I heard that Pfaybqy had named McGill one of 
orth America's top ten "party schools" and wanted to 
recruit some local girls for its blow-out issue, I was 
intrigued. Under the self-validating pretext of journalis-
tic investigation, I booked myself an appointment. 
Maybe I wanted to conduct research for an expose fea-
ture, maybe I just wanted to experience it. 
Either way, there is a lurking post-feminist in me 
that finds something subtly potent in tl1e fact that I 
could pocket two grand for doing nothing more than 
standing in front of a camera. Sure, I'd be demeaning 
and degrading myself, perpetuating the patriarchal male 
gaze by contributing to a system in which women are 
the passive objects on which the scopophilic masculine 
fantasy is enacted, et cetera, et cetera. 
I know all the arguments. Hell, it's usually me mak-
ing the arguments. But being able to practically write off 
a semester's tuition just because some lonely 42-year-old 
businessman in South Dakota wants to ogle my breasts 
seems like a deviously exhilarating power-a power 
maybe even worth the risk that my little brothers or 
honours thesis supervisor could come across my photo. 
So when my Monday morning time-slot rolls 
around, I curl my hair, practice my bedroom eyes, and 
make my way to the designated Sherbrooke Street hotel 
in Montreal. 
In the suite, I am met by a bubbly female producer 
sporting five-inch leather pumps and legs so freshly 
waxed they glisten. After filling out the requisite release 
forms and chatting with her about cell phone ring 
tones, she introduces me to David, the young, pony-
tailed photographer. I notice him checking out my feet 
and posture. 
"Are you a dancer?" he asks. I grin with feigned 
bashfulness, maintaining the slightly ditzy persona I've 
felt compelled to assume. "I used to be," I reply with a 
breathy giggle. 
As David leads me into the suite's bedroom, he 
explains that I can wear panties for this shoot if it 
makes me feel more comfortable, but that he'll pick 
girls that are willing to go nude in the magazine. "This 
is Plqybqy, after all," he says. 
Stripping down, I feel strangely devoid of embar-
rassment or nervousness-I'm pretty comfortable with 
my body, and I know he's seen thousands of girls 
naked. It feels more like a doctor's appointment than 
pornography. 
While Musiqueplus blares in the background, David 
shoots a handful of poloraids, asking me to pose in var-
ious positions: fromthe front, full-length, from the side, 
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kneeling on the bed, from behind. It's all remarkably 
casual-snapping away, he asks me how I heard about the 
shoot and what I want to do with my degree. When he's 
taken enough shots, he gives me the mandatory "you 
did a great job," and we continue talking as I put my 
clothes back on. 
As of press time two days later, I haven't heard if 
I've made the cut-though I've already decided I won't 
go through with it. It isn't, however, Laura Mulvey's 
Lacanian argument, Catherine MacKinnon's anti-porn 
critiques, or anything else in the Women's Studies 200 
course pack that \vill prevent me from claiming a spot 
on Playboy's McGill page. 
To tell you the truth, it's the fact that every guy I'd 
date would have already had the opportunity to see me 
naked. And that, that moment of thrilling awkwardness 
when you first take your clothes off in front of some-
one you care about-and not my supposed womanly 
self-respect or feminist righteousness-is something I'm 
just not willing to give up. 
Editorial Cartoon by JJ Me Cullough 
Travel On An Amazing International Program! 
Are YOU ready? Discover other countries and other regions of 
Canada! Learn about social justice and development issues! Live 
and work with people from other cultures! Canada World Youth 
has international volunteer programs for youth 17 - 24. 
Contact CWY at www.canadawortdyouth.org 
or toll free 1-866-7-VOYAGE. 
Apply now for programs that start summer 2006! 
Apply Now! Priority deadline January 15, 2006. 
See website for programs for older youth, & NetCorps Internships! 
\ 
B-Sides 
Toronto, ·ncansa, gay sax with luba, and othar things 
that don't totally blow 
Brandon Ferguson, Opinions Editor 
In hindsight, Ottawa is one of the best cities I've ever 
been to, even if the pool I'm sampling from is some-
what wee. 
The last night in town was spent with one of my 
very best buddies-a brother in arms-as we cov-
ered more ground in one night than the student 
union jamboree covered policy in a week. Dancing to 
the solid covers of the Joe August Band at Darcy 
McGee's, we worked the crowd into an Irish frenzy 
fuelled by scotch on the rocks, stout ales by the pint, 
and with Jagermeister painting our faces. 
After the lip smacking and butt grabbing, we 
bailed (sorry lnder) to go hijack an empty club. With 
only two cougars and one Yuri as their patrons, we 
quickly (and rather easily) rounded the troops up and 
took advantage of the empty dance floor and gener-
ous Jamaican DJs. We bounced from Billy Idol, to 
trip on trance, to tango with David Bowie, to slide 
into a Parliament Funk boog-a-loo. We might have 
even two-stepped. But that was four hours and three 
bombers away from Toronto, the mecca of blech, 
where milk is sold by the bag, homes are built like 
fortresses, and liquor stores close by five on Sundays. 
Of course, like how all acts of violence are sub-
ject to conscience, all thoughts of bias are the object 
of perspective. It wasn't until the third hazy day of 
my lazy visit that I first made an important distinc-
tion: Oakville is not Toronto. Maybe I was so pre-
pared to hate Toronto that I forgot where Toronto 
actually was (my only other TO experience saw me 
end up in handcuffs on a wharf, so, it's possible, but_ 
maybe I was angry and wrong about Toronto from 
the get-go). 
Early in the afternoon of last Monday, I hopped 
a $25 cab to Kipling Station to begin my first real 
· subway-exp-eri-ence. Though my suburban friend's 
suburban wife warned me to be wary of thugs (read: 
black people), I found more subway artists than 
assassins. A pleasantly bumpy and clangy ride later, 
and this gopher was ready to pop up from the shad-
ows and hop out onto Bathurst and Bloor. 
I was met by the hard din of construction, the 
hollow ding of trolleys, and the hot damn of Honest 
Ed's five billion watts of dollar store sensory insani-
ty. If Las Vegas is for wealthy and unfaithful lovers, 
then Honest Ed's is for penny-pinching masturba-
tors. As someone with loud opinions but no taste, 
Honest Ed's was the ultimate place to do an about-
face on the vainest of cities, this pathetic capital of 
outer space. 
-After Honest Ed's retinal blaze, it was Piya's 
Boutique that next caught my gaze as her incense 
laced my nose along Bloor Street and traced the rest 
of my way. Granted, many of the stores along the 
street looked like gum stuck to the sole of Toronto's 
shoe-Lee's Palace looked like commercialized dirt; a 
rock concert's pet rock-but throughout my travels 
down Bloor, Queen Street, College, and even Yonge 
Street, I was amazed at the balance between fashion. 
and function, aimless drifting and cement junction, 
touch and taste, inelegance and grace. Every street 
was Commercial Drive meets Robson Street. 
This hurts me, because Toronto fucking sucks. 
This is a lot like discovering a G-spot in my ass-I'm 
sorry, Toronto and Chad, but I'm just physically and 
emotionally incapable of loving you. Days spent eat-
ing at Hero Burger (fat burgers, so tight) and Sweet 
Lui's (best Tom Yum, good spice); afternoons shop-
ping at Honest Ed's and Kensington Market; 
evenings drinking at Dunn Right In (the seediest 
place you'll ever find a philosopher's stool) or at the 
Cadillac Lounge (the cheesiest place you'll ever find a 
beer garden's 20-foot tribute to pink Cadillacs); 
nights spent at speakeasies like the ambient Green 
Room-the whole TO experience left me amazed 
and changed. 
Toronto, you can come over anytime. Chad, keep 
your damn junk in your own damn trunk. 
However, despite my sudden fondness for T-dot's 
downtown G-spot, and after having the first full 24 
Vancouver hours under my belt, r\ ticence has set in. 
I love Toronto for all of its commercial exports and 
consumer sports. I love Toronto for its blinky lights 
and kinky sights. I love Toronto because I paid it 
damn good money. 
Toronto's not a short car away from countless 
mountains from which to catch a sunset. Toronto's 
not a bus ride away from a saltwater beach where the 
tide's roar tickles the fire's crackle. Toronto's not a 
walk away from a wooded alcove near a (somehow) 
glacial stream, where squirrels scamper without skin 
diseases, where I can stretch out with a good book 
and feel pampered and at total ease. 
Toronto's a lot of great things-and I'm now for-
ever grateful to her and would be happy to see her 
again-but she's not Vancouver. 
Plus, the Leafs suck. 
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can only be brought up as scaremongering tactics. 
The alternate to this strategy of hollow denials and races 
to the mushy middle would be for the Conservatives to 
become more self-confident and unapologetic in their posi-
tions. This doesn't mean acting like a screaming right-wing 
lunatic, but neither does it mean going out of your way to 
deny holding the positions that everyone knows you obvi-
ously have. 
On the issue of private healthcare, for example, most 
Canadians only understand the proposed two-tier system as 
some sort of evil thing that will kill them. The 
Conservatives are officially not in favor of two-tier health-
tare, but everyone knows they support it on the inside. So 
why not at least stand up for it when it comes under attack? 
A two-tier system, by definition, will keep public healthcare 
intact while allowing for an independently-run, fee-based 
system for seniors who are willing to pay for surgery but not 
willing to wait over a year for it. It's a pretty straight forward 
argument, and not one that smart Conservatives like Harper 
should have a problem making. 
On gay marriage, similarly, rather than simply "giving up 
the fight" as the press advocates, and pretending to have 
never opposed the practice in the first place, Conservatives 
should not be afraid to point out that, even at its supposed 
peak of popularity, same-sex marriage could barely manage 
to break a 1 percent margin of majority approval. Similarly, 
even among those Canadians who did approve, a large 
chunk of them were nevertheless firm in their convictions 
that homosexual marriage should never assume fully equal 
legal starus to the heterosexual kind. Despite the cries of 
social libertarians, opposing gay marriage was always a fairly 
mainstream position, not some sort of radical fringe stance 
to be ashamed of. 
Lastly, the Iraq war. 
Canadians may be too squeamish to deal with the 
thought of their soldiers getting shot in the Middle East, 
and that's acceptable. What's not acceptable, however, is for 
the Conservatives to distance themselves from a conflict 
that, despite some obvious pitfalls, has achieved a great deal 
of successes. Canadians are supposed to be a people who 
believe in ideals of spreading peace, democracy, and human 
rights around the world. Let the Liberals explain why they 
thought Iraqis were better off without elections, a charter of 
rights, freedom of speech, or a free press. If anything, 
Conservatives should have it easy on this issue-as war-back-
ers, they can claim credit for all the good things that have 
come to Iraq, but since Harper wasn't our commander-in-
chief during the conflict, he can't be blamed for any casual-
ties. 
In the end, most Canadian voters are basically moderate; 
but so too are most voters basically non-ideological. Voters 
cast ballots for ideas and rhetoric that make logical sense. 
Despite Mr. Martin's best attempts, throwing around scary 
words like neoconservative in an attempt to fear monger 
only goes so far. If an idea works, it's a good policy-no 
matter what you call it. 
But hey, I'm just a newspaper columnist. What do I 
know? 
--------------~------~------------------------- -----
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Smith & Raava at tha Movias, DVD Edition 
Family Guy Volume Three 
lain W. Reeve and Steph Smith, A&E Editor 
At the 
DVD EDITION 
Reeve: 
We here at the Other Press have a lot of love for Fami(y Gr!J (FG). Many of us, myself 
included, \Vaited patiently for the many months leading up to the triumphant resurrec-
tion of this decade's funniest animated family. Also, like many fans, I damn near wore 
out tl1e first two volumes of Famify Gt!J on DVD during the absence of new episodes. 
My friends and I have seen every episode so many times that we begin to laugh at the 
jokes before they even happen. This latest set, combining the first 13 episodes of the 
new run, has not skipped a beat and will soon be committed to my deep memory along 
with the produce code for bananas and the powers of the Amazing Spider-Man. 
As FG prepared to return to the small screen, my emotion were somewhat mixed. 
On one hand, I was pretty sure the quality would remain top notch, the jokes fast and 
edgy, and the story telling second to none. T he other side was worried about huge 
changes. But from the opening gag of tl1e first episode, where Peter hilariously lists the 
literally dozens of shows Fox picked up the cancelled in the time FC was off the air, I 
knew my show was back. 
The new season has many gems. We start by seeing Lois and Peter try to get their 
sexw.ll spark back and accidentally running afoul of a vindictive 1el Gibson. All the 
characters take centre stage with Chris first falling for his homicidal teacher, then a girl 
on a faraway island. We see Meg get a makeover and become the leader of the family's 
band and Brian become a contestant on The Bachelorette. The top episode, however, may 
well be \Yhen Peter tinds out he is retarded. Responding to Chris calling him a retard, 
Peter says: "Chris, don't say retard. We prefer to be called "little people" because there 
is nothmg wrong with being mentally challenged. In fact, I've learned we arc superior, 
abO\·e all you dumb brainv smarties, and one day you will beg us for mercy ... and we will 
consider it." \X'elcome back. 
This is a solid, though slightly expensive DVD. You get fewer bangs for your buck 
than in previous sets. Still, with awesome episodes, snappy writing, hilarious audio com-
mentary, and sharp animarcd menus, this is a sure buy for any fan. 
Smith: 
So, the end of the semester is here and 1 am running low on student loan funds. As 
such, I am reviewing the newest purchase in the household rather than actually dragging 
my poor ass to the theatre. That newest purchase, by the way, is the Pami!J G11 Volume 
Three DVD set. One of my roommates (cartoon junky Mr. Jain W Reeve) purcha ed 
this DVD set on the day it came out, so we sat down before dinner and watched some 
of the episodes. This set marks the comeback season of this beloved show. 
As with any TV show on DVD, you get the regular fea tures: storyboards, deleted 
scenes, and director/actor ~ommentary. I haven't watched the commentary on all the 
episodes yet (and yes, I am nerdy enough to do it) but one of the episodes entitled 
Peter's Got Woods, starring James Woods, actually has commentary by Mr. James 
Woods. Absolutely brilliant. 
They have redesigned the menu screens yet again for this one, and the menu fea-
tures small snippets of the show to amuse and entertain you while you decide which 
episode you would like to watch. I don't know what more to tell you aside from if you 
love the show, you should buy the DVD. And really, who doesn't love the show? 
However, if you are sitting there thinking, ''Well Steph, I don't like it. I don't like it one 
bit mister!" then I have two things to say to you. One, I am a girl, and two you haven't 
ever even seen the show have you? HAVE YOU? 
Sorry, I sort of lost it there a second. Where was I? Oh, yes, I remember now. And 
that, my friends, is why putting a fork in the electrical outlet is a terrible idea. I mean, 
what were you thinking? You should know better than that! 
What? Fami!J G1!J DVD? Oh right, right. I remember. The Fami!J GI!J DVD set is 
fantastic. It's an erratic, funny, fast paced, chicken-filled, upside-down-faced, retarded 
good time. On a scale of Family Guy Season One to Family Guy Season Five, I give it 
Fanllly Guy Season Four. 
Jain W Reeve and Stephanie Smith share a basement suite together with one of the great com-
posers of our time. Th'!J rejim to Sf!Y which one, but contim1alfy insist we will all one dt!J hear his 
music. Thry are both clinicai!J insane. 
America. 
ne ef with this album (and that's in 
#6), it's that it JU t can't keep up with i lf. With only a 
few exceptions, Silent Alamt n ver re slows too 
much. Most of the tracks on the album kind o blur 
together in an orgasmic, hour-long orgy of song on song 
on song. No, this isn't really a bad thing, and yeah, there 
are definite highpoints to th album. The opener "Like 
Eating Glass," for example, is easil the best track on the 
record, and "This Modern ve" and ''Banquet" both 
stand out as well-if only because they sound so much like 
"Glass." 
er- #4 
Black Mou 
Black 
When filling your quota of token Canadian rock for 'OS, 
most geeks would probably be fast to throw in Metric, 
The Constantines, or Stars (even though Set Yourse!f on 
Fire was released in 2004, morons). But if you're gonna 
pander, at least go local. Vancouver collective Black 
Mountain, formerly rock sensation Jerk With a Bomb, 
have been doing orne interesting stuff. Come on, as if 
touring with Cold play isn't "intriguing" at least. Speaking 
of which, can you imagine the faces on those bedwetting 
bastards faces when BM busted out "Druganaut?" Man 
I'd love to have been there. 
Anyway, their self-titled debut hit a lot of homers here 
scream "dance to me, now .. :~ he entire album is filled 
with jub" t, catchy (and I mean freakishly catchy) p. 
Also, the fact that they can spin a damn-near hip-hop 
track like "Oslo in the Summertime" without soun · 
totally out of place certainly helps, because I also s do 
hate bip~hop, although not in the same way that I te Of 
Montreal, because I actually love Of Montreal. 
By the wa , did you know that Of Montreal is acrually 
of Athens, Georgia? Well they are. Liars. But I guess I'll 
forgive em. Oh yeah, and The Sunlandic Twins sure has 
some awesome album artwork. Check it out, it's fun. 
hake shake. 
Runner-Up# 
Twin Cinema-
New 
Pornogra hers 
While a lot of fans were 
lJUick to comment that Canadian rockers New 
Pornographers' newest release, Tu;in Cinema, was hardly 
their greatest effort, it doesn't change the fact that the 
supergroup makes totally awesome rock, and their newest 
album is no exception. Fun, rockin' pop tracks like "Use 
It," "Twin Cinema," and "Jackie Dressed in Cobras," 
make for a remarkably memorable album. 
Backed by an awesome cast of musicians, Carl 
ewrnan and eko Case absolutely shine on songs like 
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Bleeding Heart Show" and "Sing Me Spanish 
doesn't sound as 
That's really saying 
lyrics are pretty 
still sound so 
Well duh, 
#1 
Black Sheep 
Boy-Okkervil 
I love Okkervil River. When I 
at the Media Club would be 
laid, I'm still pretty confident I 
h well. 
CJGI' D1Hllm be, in my opinion, one 
of most iQ.n atJVe or at l most complete albums 
of th year. No, not might be, it totally is. Okkervil 
River's <;ombination of heavy-handed rock with lush, wilt-
ed acoustic work is uru:natched by anyone this ear. "For 
Real," B ck" and ·~ the Latest 'toughs" mak up the 
high-tempo portion of the album, littered between the 
more bare, emotionally charged pieces like ·~ King and a 
Queen," "A tone," and the album closer, "A Glow." 
For being such a small guy, frontman Will Sheff can 
really belt out a big ound when he wants to; strained and 
pushed, his vocals draw the li tener out of their seat. Afld 
when he whispers, "ohhhhh," it's like a romance novel, 
only not sucky. Corne on: "And I think that I know the 
bitter dismay of a lover who brought fre~h bouquets 
everyday / And she turned him away, to remember some 
knave, who gave just one rose, one day, years ago." You 
can't tell me that's not totally pretty, and against a back-
drop of rolling percussion, light guitar, and even some 
goddarnn horn action-it's enough to make a gal swoon. 
Album of the 
Year: 
lllinoise-
Sufjan Stevens 
The day I bought this 
album (and not downloaded, you'll notice, so it has to be 
good), I listened to it on my headphones, reading the liner 
for something like 16 hours straight. 
again the next day. But before that, I 
while I slept. This fucking album 
the beginning with "UFO 
everyone is a .~ ... ,..... """' 
not a fan of ele~--1£ Jili\istt: ~ ... a 5 ... -
when I tOtally 
Wl(>fttlodox ble of el Die instruments, 
urn ts, and ''where did find that" 
ples that cr te a unique sonic blend. Th 
syncopated, and pulsing d:Jytb.ms. delicate attention 
volume and intensity, and muterful manipulation of 
give these guys an edge over almost all other elec-
music out there. 
Thls isn't a pounding 4/4 trance album, it's a masterful, 
and dare I say philosophical journey. Check out "Be 
To Them Always" to see them rock you, and 
Uke Content'' to be sung off to sleep. 
Perfi ct for napping, grooving to candlelight, or making 
unner·Up #4 
Secret House 
Against the 
World-
Buck 65 
ova Scotia represent! I am the type of guy who long ago 
off mainstream hip-hop due to its narrow, repetitive, 
often just downright boring content both lyrically and 
uu.,.,,.,_n. I have always had the utmost respect for the high 
lLlLtcvcD of hip-hop, the old-school innovators, and those 
few who can say they are bringing something new. 
As if these guys can do any wro . The two previous 
albums by Iceland's greatest export (screw you fish, soft-
ware, and Bjork!) were venerable masterpieces. You just 
have to lay down props for the guys that inspired 
Radiohead's Kid A. 
This album, while considerably more upbeat and less 
suicide inducing than ( ), is still emotionally stirring and 
grandiose. With three straight masterpieces, these boys 
have cemented themselves as the kinds of post-rock. From 
the soft dreamy mallet percussion of "Se Lest" to the 
rolling march of "Gong," this is one album that must be 
listened to from beginning to end. For listening to while 
doing that mentally challenging essay, when you have the 
house to yourself and can turn the lights out, or when you 
just want tO be carried away. 
/ 
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Picaresque-
The Decemberists 
The second in this super-song writer's serie of CDs 
named after American states. With a similar but more 
diverse sound than Michigan, Sufjan shows that he still has 
room to grow as a songwriter. This is my favourite album 
of the year for several reasons. 
It has all the diversity and grand scale of all the other 
albums on the list. It also takes the listener on a crazy emo-
tional journey with jumpy-happy highs like "Come On! 
Feel the Illinoise!" to the most somber of lows such as 
"John Wayne Gacy Jr." and "The Seer's Tower." Folky 
acoustic songs, marchy rock songs, brilliant vocal, string, 
and horn arrangements. This album has a truly unique and 
diverse sound and, unlike the others, really tells a story 
from beginning to end. Good for a road trip to the State 
Fair, a road trip through the pouring rain, or a long bus 
ride while you contemplate what road trips might have 
been. 
~ .• :r 
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ARTS&ENTERTAINMENT 
Brady E hler, Stand In 
Web-Surfer, 
Internet Super-Highway 
H itchhiker 
This weeks website: 
http:/ /maddox.xmission.com/ 
It seems everyone and their dog has their very own blog these days. 
Yup, hordes of friendless teenagers egomaniacal an-students, and pseu-
do-intellectuals now have the ability to desperately give their lives vali-
dation by documenting every detnil of their boring and pretentious 
lives with flat and unfunny writing. 
I'm not sure if "The Best Page in the Universe," is really a blog per 
se, though the content is mostly made up of opinions articles by an 
exceptionally literate (and angry) 26 year old known simply as 
"Maddox." For the sake of this article, let us assume that The Best Site 
in the llni,·erse is a blog site. Here are ten reasons why Maddox's site is 
superior to the run-of-the-mill blog page: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
It's Funny. 
The wtiting is about as close to being politically correct as 
!-,.ate J\Ioss is to a sumo wrestler in training. 
There is no bullshit about :\[addox's daily life. 
There is a section \\here hate mail is hilariously dcconstructed 
and thrown back at the senders. 
There is a section where Maddox makes fun of crappy 
drawings by children. 
There arc graphs, comics, and other images throughout the 
articles, all of which arc hilarious. 
There is an entry called "Christopher Reeve is an assholc." 
It's so pretentious that it's not. 
There is an entry about how much blogs suck. 
138,080,630 haYc Yisit(d ;\laddox sire as of the time this 
article was written. 
I can't get enough of this site. It's consistently hilarious and no-
holds barred. ,\nd here's the best parts: r\fter rcacling the articles on 
The Best Site in the lloivcroe, no longer do I question whether or not I 
am the only person with a burning hatred for Cameron Diaz; no longer 
do I contemplate whether I am the onl) person on Earth that thinks 95 
percent of HollywolKl mm·ics are complete garbage; and no longer do 
I wonder whether there is someone else out there who thmks the 
bleeding heart, sluuld stop \\ himng about .\IcDonalds because of how 
man: animals die to be processed mto burgers, and start whinmg about 
how much the food sucks instead. 
\\'hat really inspired m) de\otion :ts an eternal fan of the stte \\'as a 
respon, c to an email t) ped m all caps, which sufticicntly explained the 
stupidity of anyone writing hate mail in all caps, because God, I bate 
that. As a student of creative writing, I bow to this page. The writing is 
brilliant, it is what I .lspire to be able to write my, elf. If 1 could write as 
well, as cteativcl), or as hilarious!) as Maddox, I sure as hell wouldn't be 
writing this for The Other Press ... not that The Other Pres isn't awe-
some; it is, it's just that if I was as good a writer as Maddox, I'd be sell-
ing this article. 
BmtJy Ehler Z:r tbe Otber Press Coqmtlaf!l Correspondmt and IJ'aJ not paid for tbis 
artie/f. He li11es i11 sedu.rio1J i11 his hoflle i11 Coquitla!JI. -A&E Ed. 
Send your submissions for "l Found It On The l nterweb" to 
acditor@gmail.com. 
Seven out-of-ten NEt nerds 
agree ... 
I found it on teh 
interweb is funnier 
than paying for Linux 
software. 
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Coquitlam Crazy for Corporate Coffeel 
By Brady Ehler, Coquidam Rep. 
Ah! I love coffee. In fact, I'm drinking a cup right now and it's delicious. There is 
nothing like a nice cup or seven of steaming-hot coffee to wake you up in the morn-
ing, warm you up on a snowy December day, and keep you awake until four in the 
morning to write essays and study for exams. 
I think people who live in Coquitlam have a special craving for coffee, especially 
corporate coffee. Most people in the Lower Mainland have heard about the two 
downtown Starbuck.s that are positioned strategically across the street from each 
other at the intersection of Robson and Thurlow, but slightly less known is the 
Coquitlam Starbucks on Pinetree and Lougheed, and the other Coquitlam Starbucks 
on Pinetree and Lougheed. The first Starbucks in question is what I like to refer to 
as "the cultural epicenter of downtown Coquitlam." It's sad but true. At any given 
point in the day, it can be hard to secure a seat, even though most days the coffee 
shop in question is open until lam in the morning. 
Have no fear though, because if Lougheed/Pinetree Starbucks No. 1 is .full, you 
can always go to Lougheed/Pinetree Starbucks No. 2, which is located inside of the 
Chapters bookstore, on the opposite side of the plaza. This seems like a perfectly 
reasonable arrangement to me, I mean suppose, if after having a nice talllatte at 
Starbucks No. 1, you decide to go book shopping, and after reading magazines for 
half an hour you develop a sudden craving for a grande mocha cappuccino. Should 
you have to make the three-minute journey back across the parking lot? I say no! 
The good folks at Starbucks realize this, and thus we have Lougheed/Pinetree 
Starbucks No. 2. 
I know what you're thinking; you're thinking, what if, after magazine shopping I 
decide to get some groceries at the nearby Save on Foods, and am suddenly struck 
by an overwhelming urge for a triple espresso? Well, brothers .and sisters, our friends 
at Starbucks have you covered. You could make the epic two-block journey to 
Coquitlam Centre Mall, or else resort to drinking coffee at McBean's, The Bagel 
Street Cafe, or Blenz. But should you have to? Hell no! Once again, Srarbucks has 
you covered; simply walk to the north end of the mall, and your Starbucks cravings 
will be properly satiated. God bless Starbucks, I mean it man. 
· If, by some strange fluke, you are in the downtown Coquitlam area and are one 
of the five people that prefer to go to privately owned coffee shops, I recommend 
you visit The Mayan Art Cafe, beside tl1e Michaels on Lougheed and Westwood. It 
has real Mayan art, real South American staff, and real good coffee. Cafe Addictions 
on Westwood is a good one too. If you're headed towards the college, then you 
might want to check out The Cornerstone Cafe on Pinetree, next to the public 
library. If The Cornerstone Cafe isn't your style, you can always grab your java inside 
the college at Red Berries Coffee and just chill in the concourse. 
What's Going Down 
Movies 
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe 
Directed by Andrew Adamson 
The four Pevensie children travel through their wardrobe to the 
land of Narnia, where they learn of their destiny from a lion 
messiah. 
December 9 
King Kong 
Directed by Peter Jackson; Starring Naomi Watts, Jack Black, and 
Adrien Brody 
A filinmaking crew searches for a mythic mon.ster on a far-away 
island. Remake of the classic. 
December 16 
The Producers 
Starring Nathan Lane, Matthew Broderick, and Uma Thurman 
Max Bialystock (Lane), a faded Broadway producer, latches on to a 
get-rich-quick scheme concocted by his neurotic accountant, Leo 
Bloom (Broderick). But their plan to unveil the worst musical. ever 
written rakes a series of unexpected comic turns. Remake of the 
Mel Brooks-written film and Broadway musical. 
December 23 
Munich 
Directed by Steven Spielberg 
In the tragic aftermath of the 1972 Munich Olympics, a Mossad 
agent (Eric Bana) tracks the Palestinian terrorists who assassinated 
Israeli athletes. 
December 23 
Muslo 
Kanye West 
GM Place 
Dec. 1(@ 7:30 
Ti.x $49.50-69.50 available at Ticketmaster 
Coldplay w I Fiona Apple 
GMPlace 
Jan. 26@ 8 
Tix $49.50-89.50 available at Ticketmaster 
Disney's Beauty and the Beast 
Duh .. .it's Beauty and the Beast 
Stanley Theatre 
Nov. 17-Jan. 15 
Ti.x at Ticketmaster or call604.687.1644 
A Twisted Christmas Carol 
Improvised spoof of the Dickens classic, performed by Rock, 
Paper Scissors improv troupe. 
Dec. 1-31 
Tix $25-35.50, call 604.687.1644 
Peter Pan 
Duh .. .it's Peter Pan 
Waterfront Theatre 
Dec. 2-31 
Tix $12.50-25 
15 
• 
--
JIJIIINII. 
I -
"Top Five albums of all time and in no particular order" 
Wire - Pink Flag, Mark Kozelek - anything he's done, really, -my apologies for 
no one particular album in general. Landing - Sphere, Sparks - Kimono My 
House, Botch - We Are the Romans 
-Blake Jenkins (Scratch Records on Richards) 
Gram Parsons - GP, Gram Parsons - Grievous Angel, Real Kids - Real Kids, 
Bastard - Wind of Pain, Slayer - Reign in Blood 
-Simon Harvey (also at Scratch Records) 
Beatles - Abbey Road, Clash - London Calling, OJ Shadow Endtroducing, Joy 
Division - Closer, Flaming Lips - Soft Bulletin 
-Geoff Barton (Audiopile on Commercial) 
Beatles- Revolver, Velvet Underground- Loaded, Bob Dylan- Blonde on 
Blonde, Van Morrison - Astral Weeks 
Television - Marquee Moon 
-Dan Colussi (Zulu on 4th) 
Words and photographs by: Jennifer Aird 
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Gaography 10-1 
or, avarything I know about gaography llaarnad from sports namas 
By Kevin Welsh, OP Features Editor 
I am a man of more than a ew obsessions: soccer, hor-
ror movies, videogames, women, Christmas (I love this 
time of year), what my family thinks of me, and the 
Canucks, just to name a few. I have also spent a great 
deal of time studying geography (m only aca emi 
obsession) and, of all things, spo rat\ · . 
In The Beginning 
When I was a young boy, I spent time pouring over 
maps of the w 1 b · C and the 
USA. I would do so Wlth a sense of won er-the kind 
most children would have felt studying a map of 
Tolkein's Middle Earth-with each city, river, shore, 
mountain, and valley sparking my 
were the Appalachian Mountains like? 
Charlotte, and what goes on there? Is 
really surrounded by swamps? •tw • ....-. 
Nova Scotia differ from GoJden 
Originally, I became interested in y en 
up an adas determined to discover the location 
ety National Hockey League city, and that was 
that. I loved it:-1 ate it up every chance I got. To this 
day, I still occasionally kick back in front of the tube 
· er and an adas. 
My memory of how I became obsessed with sports 
branding is more vivid. My twin brother got into hock,-
ey slighdy before I did. On Saturday nights, I would try 
to watch hockey \vith him and my father, but would 
inevitably become bored and retreat to my room to play 
with my Star Wars figures. One cold, dark night, I was 
scurrying away from the living room when the CBC 
flashed a _pair of hockey logos. One, the Montreal 
Canadiens, I had seen before and knew (but, at the 
time, didn't care). The other struck me-I thought it 
was wonderful. The shape of the 'W," the whale's fm, 
the way the blue and green played off each other. 
Instead of retreating to my room, 1 instead broke into 
my brother's room and hauled out his fledgling hockey 
card collection. I run1maged through the box, tossing 
cards hither and yon before finally finding one that had 
the logo I was looking for. I could care less about the 
player-it was Merlin alino •ski if you must know-
it was the te I was looking for: the Hartford W alers. 
By the time that night was over, I had memorized 
and considered all 21 NHL team names and thoroughly 
studied their logos. I then tormented my family by 
approaching them all to share my criticisms and my 
praises. A short time later, I delved i to my first atlas. I 
then began making my own leagues-gam s were 
played only in my imagination, but I decided •ere the 
teams would play, what they were called, and designed 
their logos. The American-Canadian Hockey League 
featured the Indianapolis Saints, Dayton Owls, and 
Miami Rockets, among others. Nothing's really changed 
for me, either-thanks to video games. When I play 
Madden, I'm leading the BC Lions against the Memphis 
Steamwheelers, Birmingham Regulators, or Milwaukee 
Mean achine; when I play Winning Eleven, I'm kick-
ing off with the Whitecaps against the-Regina Rovers, 
FC Quebec Drakkar, or Halifax Dockers. I still make 
weekly visits to a pair of websites (Our Sports Central 
and The Society for Sports Uniform Research) to get 
my fill of new sports t am names and logos. 
That's just the type of dork I am. 
The Ma ·age of the TWQ 
To say that ev I ~\lot# N~ 
American geography I ~ ~ names 
much of a stretch. ports clubs pick 
to e t an identity-and turning to 
\llllllnllttiJ, industry, or heritage is fairly common. 
scovered that a lot of information about 
e derived from monikers. 
·~t<=llo&II .. I pies are obvious. Some cities have such a 
strong that most, if not all of their sports 
te s play homage to it. Calgary is a shining example of 
this-the CFL Stampeders is an obvious nod to 
· tage, while the lacrosse Calgary 
tcaj~~ after the workers that fuel 
_..~:urung oil industry. Over the years, many 
Calgary teams have followed the same suit--junior 
hockey's Wranglers. the World Hockey Associa · 
Cowboys, and soccer's Boomers (~the 
booming oil industry),~~ 
Edmonton's sports teams are par for the course. 
l'he NFlL Oilers are a dead giveaway, as are a pair of 
defunct soccer teams called the Drillers. Baseball's 
Cracker Cats are named after the term fluid catalytic 
cracking (or cat cracking, for short), wh!Gh refers to the 
process by which petroleum is refined. 
Dallas, Texas is another city that revels in its own 
stereotypical identity-the NFL Cowboys, NBA 
Mavericks, and the Texas Rangers (located in nearby 
Arlington) are now joined by arena football's 
Desperados in recognizing the Wild West roots of 
Texas. Other Dallas teams through the years have 
included football's Texans and indoor soccer's Sidekicks. 
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To the south of Dallas, Ho ton sports teams are 
derived from the local aeronautics industry. The NBA 
Rockets, NL Astros (who were formerly called the Colt 
.45's), and AHL Aeros all pay their respects to the 
industry that fuels Houston. The old NFL Oilers, again, 
were named afte.r the local oil industry. Other Houston 
teams from years gone include hockey's Apollos, basket-
ball's Mavericks, and football's Marshals. 
Nashville is best known as the country music capital 
of the USA, and it's little surprise that some of the 
local ports teams h Uowed suit-namely baseball's 
Sounds and basketball's Rhythm. 
But many cities don't come with a pre-packaged 
identity. Alberta, Texas, and Nashville are already so 
well defined, and have been for some time, that naming 
yet another sports team after an oilrig, cowboy, or riff 
seems almost like a cop-out. These names have been 
recycled to death. These examples are obvious; others 
are not. 
The Value of the Minor Leagues 
Currently, there are hundreds of North American 
teams playing in minor or smaller profile leagues. Some 
name are recycled, but a major trend over the past 15 
years has been to grab the original name-the moniker 
that not only is not being used by a major league team, 
but also hasn't been used before by anyone. Traditional 
nam s like the Stars, Express, or any popular animal are 
passe. Clubs are looking for the unique name to identify 
the selves, and local landmarks, heritage, and industry 
(ini.xed with a little imagination and ingenuity) have pro-
duced some truly uoique and effective results. 
SpJqners play basel:#lll 
pinners is certainly 
a spindle of yarn. 
as a town in 1826 and 
in 1836. Located at the junction 
of the Merrimack and Concord rivers, Lowell was a 
planned community destined to become a major textile 
city. The rivers (and over six miles of canals within the 
city) provided the power for Lowell's massive textile 
looms, which fuelled the local economy. By the 1850's, 
Lowell was the second largest city in New England and 
is still considered by some to be the birthplace of.atM! 
United State's industrial revolutio Slfmners, with 
their spindle of yarn, h~ the city's role as an early 
textile pio ~ etr,'arid all those canals? They provided 
~ ~tion for Lowell's American Hockey~ 
club-the ~onsters. 
When the rass behind Wheeling Thunderbirds of 
the East Coas Hockey League decided it was time to 
re-brand their product, they came up with what some 
considered to be a typical minor-league name: the 
Nailers. The uame does convey the sense that it was 
derived from a brainstorming session of executives: 
how do we convey the speed, action, and violence of 
hockey? Yet, the name was taken directly from a large 
nail factory that opetates in the West Virginia city. 
When the Carolina League of Baseball came to 
Wilmington, Deleware a few years back, team officials 
reached into the past and adopted the name of a for-
mer minor league baseb~ team-the Wilmington Blue 
Rocks. In this case, the term "Blue Rock" refers to the 
strings of blue graru e 
-
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of the nearby Brandywine lliver. 
Across the country, in Iowa, are the Cedar Rapids 
Kernels of baseball's Midwest League. When heard spo-
ken aloud, there seems nothing special about the nick-
name "Kernels", yet most probably assume the team is 
the "Colonels." If the spelling isn't a giveaway, the logo 
is: a kernel of corn. The name is an obvious and clever 
nod to Iowa's corn industry. 
Also in the Midwest League is the magnificently 
nanred Lansing Lugnuts. In 1897, a Lansing resident 
named Ransom E. Olds drove his first car down a 
Lansing street. Olds eventually founded Oldsmobile, 
which became a division of General Motors in 1908, 
and a major automobile assembly line was erected in the 
city. In 1996, when the Midwest League's Springfield 
Sultans relocated to Lansing, the name "Lugnuts" was 
chosen to honour its important role in the manufactur-
ing of cars. Lansing's assembly plant closed its doors in 
2005, but the Lugnuts play on in the appropriately 
named Oldsmobile Park. 
Industry isn't the only inspiration for name, though. 
Local landmarks are also further immortalized when 
incorporated into a team's identity. The Brooklyn 
Cyclones play ball in the New York-Penn League, and 
are named after the famous Ferris wheel on the Coney 
Island boardwalk. 
Closer to home, the Tacoma Rainiers of the Pacific 
Coast League (baseball) are named after nearby Mount 
Rainier, while the Oregon-based Salem-Keizer 
Volcanoes pay homage to the Pacific Northwest's most 
famous, active volcano, Mount St. Helen's. When the 
Las Vegas Stars decided it was time for a new identity, 
they adopted the "Sls" as their new name-a reference 
to Area 51, a region in the southwest where aliens are 
rumoured to have been discovered, captured, and 
detained. 
Our own backyard 
Here, in British Columbia, Vancouver sports teams 
are no different from others across the continent. We 
hear these names often, and many have been in use for 
decades, so we take them for granted. We don't stop 
and ponder, "Where did they get that name from?" As 
an extension, we may not even associate the name with 
what it actually is in a literal sense-we simply accept it 
as our local sports teams. But there is a fair bit of her-
itage in our local sports teams. 
The Vancouver Canucks are, obviously, our best 
known sports team. Though the Canucks were founded 
as an NHL club in 1970, the club first competed in the 
old Pacific Coast Hockey League in 1945. Though the 
term "Canuck" is slang for a Canadian the same way _ 
"Yankee" is slang for an American, the name is actually 
a reference to "Johnny Canuck," a 19th century cartoon 
lumberjack. The Canucks logo throughout their tenure 
in the Pacific Coast and the old Western Hockey League 
was a toque-clad lumberjack. So, though the Canucks 
now wear an orca logo, the team name is a reference to 
British Columbia's lumber industry. 
Also a reference to the lumber industry is the 
Vancouver Giants of the current Western Hockey 
League. Their logo does feature a toque-clad lumber-
jack, and the name was chosen to honour British 
Columbm's clout in the lumber industry. 
The VancouYer Whitecaps of the United Soccer 
League's 1st DiYision were founded in 1974 as a mem-
ber of the now defunct l orth American Soccer 
League. The name "Whitecaps" was chosen for the 
snow-capped mountains and white-capped waves sur-
rounding our city. 
When the Canadian Football League came to 
Vancouver in 1954, the name "Lions" was chosen as 
the winner of a name-the-team contest, but not just 
because it was an appropriate name for a football team, 
but also for the local geographical and mythological sig-
nificance. The Lions are a twin mountain peak to the 
north of Vancouver, named thus because the peaks 
resemble two lions overlooking and guarding the city. 
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The proof is in the pudding-there is a great deal 
to learn about a city and its heritage, landmarks, and 
industry just by reading the sports section in your local 
paper. The next time you find yourself wondering, 
"What kind of a name is that?" take a few seconds to 
throw the name into a search engine and check it out. 
You never know what you might fmd. 
Neie11oour11ood ·liouse 
JOYCE St. 
blocks South of Joyce-Collingwood Skytrain Station 
Come listen, watch and disscuss about the case of five Cuban Heroes held in US jaUs, imprisoned for the sole crime of 
preventing Ant"..Cuban terrorists in Miami from attacking Cuban people by delivering information they gathered to the 
US government and Cuban Government about terrorist activites and organizations in Miami and florida. 
\!hU001!ltQl(@!JUOiu li~llil ~1~\!l!till} (8!fun ~ 
www.vancubasolidarity.com 
cubacommunities@yahoo.ca 1778-882-5223 
Event endorsed by: The Free the Cuban Five Comittee · Vancouver 
This Event is not organized by the Collingwood Neighbourhood House 
____ -........ --- --- - -- ·-
• • • 
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Don't Call it a Comaback. 
By Brian McLennon, Sports Editor 
After overcoming a 13-point deficit in the first half of 
Saturday night's victory over the nationally ranked 
Langara Falcons (8), the women's basketball team is not 
calling their performance a comeback, but rather an 
expectation. 
"That's the level of intensity that is expected every 
time we step on the floor," said Head Coach, Ed Lunn. 
''This is what the coaching staff has been preaching 
from the start of the season." . 
After dealing with bouts of complacency and a lack 
of intensity for much of the season, the Royals have 
picked up their play. They now sit in fifth place with a 
4-3 record. However, the biggest challenge for this 
promising squad has been self-motivation ... especially in 
the first half. 
In five out of seven league games, the Royals have 
trailed their opponents at the half. In Friday night's 58-
50 loss to Langara, the same was true again as the 
Royals couldn't overcome a 14 point first-half deficit 
despite outscoring the Falcons in the second half of the 
game. However, on Saturday night the comeback effort 
started early as the Royals found their groove late in the 
first, which led to 4-0 run to end the half and a 12-0 
run to start the second. 
Led by third-year guard Tara McNeill, who scored 
15 of her game-high 21 points in the second half, the 
offensive assault against the Falcons resulted in 42 sec-
ond-half points. Other top scorers for the Royals were 
Naa Sheeka Riby-Williams with 14 points and Bridget 
O'Brien, who chipped in with 12 points. More impres-
sive than the offensive onslaught was that the Royals 
connected for 19 of 25 shots from the free throw line 
in the second half to lock ill the win. 
Tha Canucks This Waak 
By Steph Smith, OP Defensive Line 
Todd Bertuzzi. Everyone loves to hate him. At every arena the Canucks play in, he is 
booed every time he steps onto the ice and every time he touches the puck. This, of 
course, stems from the March 8 Steve Moore incident, and while it is a thing of the 
past, it has taken a rather visible toll on th.e big forward. 
Bertuzzi has had a rather slow start this season, amassing a mere two goals in the 
first 15 games. One of which was an empty netter; the other, a funny bounce. After 
the second goal, he didn't pot another one for nine games. Then, November 7, 
against Carolina he gets one; his first real goal of the season. The next game, 
November 10, against Colorado, he manages another. Follow that up with a hat trick 
against Detroit and anyone can see that Todd Bertuzzi is back. 
After the slow start he is now second on the team for points, with 23 (8 goals, 15 
assists). The thing that was so frustrating about Bertuzzi's slump was his performance 
in previous years has always been so good. In 2002-2003, he had 97 points, and in 
2003-2004, it was 60. Less goals to be sure, but considering the suspension, he still 
did well. I said earlier that if Bertuzzi can pull himself out of his slump, the Canucks 
\vill be almost unstoppable, and I stick by my words. 
Though Bertuzzi was not the only one hit by a slump. Line mate Brenden 
Morrison has also started off slowly. Though after the last Colorado game, I have a 
feeling he will be okay. That was a beauty of a goal, eh? 
The Canucks have one of the league's more solid top lines. While many teams are 
trying to find a way to fit the players they have together, Vancouver's top two lines 
have barely changed since the last season. The Naslund, Morrison, Bertuzzi line 
(known in the OP offices as 'The Snaw Morttli:\fs''-Ed.) is not only a good line in terms 
of scoring, they have established chemistry together. The second line of the Sedins 
and Anson Carter is also one of the more solid lines around. They are all excellent at 
cycling the puck and putting themselves in front of th.e net to open scoring opportu-
nities. 
The only thing that is troubling me at the moment is the goaltending situation. 
Dan Cloutier, due to injury, has played a mere 13 games this season and back-up 
goaltender Alex Auld has had 15 with more o~ the way. While Auld has put up 
impressive numbers, he does worry me a bit. tfe is slow to get up after a save, and is 
often out of position as a result. On top of that, after him the depth seems a 
bit .. .lacking. Rob McVicar has absolutely no NHL experience. 
If Clouts can remain healthy and un-injured, the Canucks will do wonderful 
things, but without him in goal, I fear for how far the team will make it post-season. 
It happened last year (and no, I am not blaming Auld for the loss to Calgary) and if 
nothing changes it can happen this year. That being said, something must have hap-
pened recently because not only did the Canucks come back from that horrible 6-2 
loss to the Avalanche, but they came back in style. 
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Why My Taa01 Dasarvas to Win tha Cup 
sans, Pans, Flamas, Coyotas, artinoial pick of tha Wild mark 
naw NHL saason 
By The Gateway sports staff, The Gateway (University of Alberta) 
EDMONTON (CUP)-With the NHL season freshly underway, life is going back to 
normal. Players are back in it for the love of the game, Gary Bettman's making m~ney 
again, and the city of Edmonton is collectively kissing the Oilers' asses. The protn1se 
of a new season is unique, in that right now, every team in the NHL stands an equal 
chance of winning the Stanley Cup. With their blinders completely on, The Gatewt[J 
sports staff talks about who they'd like to see, not who they think they'll see, skating a 
victory lap this coming June. 
Andrew Renfree 
I'm an Edmontonian, born and raised, so I hope the Oilers will be sipping from 
Lord Stanley's mug this spring. However, if the copper and blue were to be crowned 
the best team in the NHL, I'd probably shit my pants, and given that I only own one 
pair of pants, a safer bet would be to put my money on the Senators. 
When Ottawa returned to the League in 1992, they were only able to muster ten 
wins-dead last in the NHL. Despite being beaten like a pinata in their first season, the 
next few years afforded the Sens with some good draft picks, and by 2002/03, the~ led 
the League in points and made it to the Eastern Conference finals, only to lose agamst 
New Jersey. The Senators have been on the bubble of a Stanley Cup for~~ last few 
years, and with the addition of Dany Headey, and to a lesser extent Do1n1nik Hasek, 
they may have the pieces in place to bring the Cup to the nation's capital. In all hon-
esty, though, if the Oilers can't win their sixth championship this year, I'll be happy-
as long as the Leafs don't win. · 
Brian Ramchandar 
Certain things in life belong together: peanut butter and jelly, hippies and bad 
hygiene, Kevin Federline and the discernible lack of talent that he's impregna~ed. More 
than anything, though, the Montreal Canadiens and the Stanley Cup go hand Jn hand. 
With Alexei Kovalev and Jose Theodore signed to long-term contracts, a healthy 
Saku Koivu and Sheldon Souray anchoring the offence and defense, and rookie sensa-
tion Michael Ryder poised for a stellar sophomore year, the Habs look as good as they 
have since 1993--the last time a Canadian team won the Cup. 
On top of all that, the defense has been upgraded from Patrice Brisebois to 
Matthew Dandenault, while Radek Bonk will serve as a solid third-line centre. 
The key piece to the puzzle may be 22-year-old prospect Alexander Perezhogin. 
Banned for an entire AHL season for a vicious slash to the face of an opposing player, 
a reinstated Perezhogin might be the perfect combination of offensive talent and 
tinpredictable loose cannon (read: goon) that could strike fear into the hearts of 
opposing teams and propel the Habs to their 25th Stanley Cup. 
Dustin Christie 
I can feel it; this is the year. I've said that every year since they lost to the Rangers 
in '94 (the last time I cried), but this may be the first time I've actually believed it. The 
Canucks held a soft spot in my heart before I fully understood just what exacdy a 
heart was. I've put up with the embarrassment of loving a bad team, and the pain of 
cheering on a habitual underachiever-now I deserve a Cup. This year, the Canucks 
aren't going to have to deal with :Markus Naslund breaking a leg, D~ Cloutier ge~ng 
embarrassed from centre ice, or Todd Bertuzzi unintentionally breaking a fourth-liner's 
neck. No, this year the second line is going to score, the goaltending is going to be 
there, and Minnesota won't make the playoffs-again. All roads point to the Stanley 
Cup, or, at the very least, round two. 
Ross Prusakowski 
By this time next year, all the innuendo and fabrication that has been bandied by 
some will have been dispelled, and an old joke will have met a cruel end. That's 
because after a bittersweet end to the last NHL season, the Calgary Flames will once 
again sip from Lord Stanley's cherished mug, proving their finals appearance in 
2003/04 wasn't a stroke of luck, and that there is no longer any difference between 
them and a bra (you know, two cups.) · 
Once again, the Flames won't be the most talented team in the Leagu~, but the 
hunger of 2004's near-victory, the drive of Jarome Iginla-the most domJnant player 
in the league-and the best defense corps this side of the World War Two RAF put 
Calgary a cut about the rest. 
Add to that the cool-as-a-cucumber Miikka Kiprusoff, whose World Cup play 
proves he's more than a one-time wonder, and the first-class coaching and man~ge_­
ment provided by Darryl Sutter, and the silver anniversary of Flames hockey will live 
up to its name. 
Patrick Ross 
If I had to choose-and god knows I will-I'd actually have to pick the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. There's something to be said about moving from basement dweller to con-
tender in one off-season, albeit a long-ass off-season. 
Most would remember that in 2003/04, the Penguins had Mario Lemieux, Ryan 
Malone, and about 14 other guys. Fast-forward to the present, and the Penguins can 
boast the presence of Mark Recchi, John LeClair, Ziggy Palffy, Sergei Gonchar, and 
Joclyn Thibeault, not to mention this year's Calder Trophy winner (no, not Alexander 
Ovechkin), Sidney Crosby. 
Crosby isn't alone in leading the Penguin's youth movement: top picks Marc-Anru:e 
Fleury and Evgeni Malkin will, in coming years, be among some of the most energettc 
and exciting players in the league. _ 
The Penguins have done more than make additions; they've built a very solid team, 
and not many other teams have done that. 
Paul Owen 
The team I would like to hoist Lord Stanley's Cup this season is, admittedly, an odd 
choice: the Minnesota Wild. It's not because I love their forest-green jerseys or Marian 
Gaborik's sexy blonde locks. It's not even because I'm related to Doug Reisbrough's 
daughter, Allison. No, my desire to see the plucky boys from Minneap~lis succeed ~im-
- ply stems from the fact that they won the Cup in my season of NHL 06. Fran~y, tt 
would be gratifying to have proof th{lt video games really do emulate and predict real 
life. 
Let's face it: the real winner here would be society, with the knowledge that com-
puters truly are smarter than people. 
Chris O'Leary . 
It's hard not to look at the revamped roster of that team from Miami and not 
think they've got a legit shot at winning it all this year. Then again, when the focus 
shifts over to Texas, a state that bolsters a squad that could crack 60 wins, it's hard not 
to lean that way. 
One thing I know for certain is that there will be no winners coming out of 
California, even though it seems like half of the Western Conference is situated there. 
When it comes down to it, I guess ,in my heart of hearts l'd like to see Toronto host-
ing a championship parade in Juhe, but it's a much safer bet to make that the parade 
will happen across the lake in Detroit. Is that a bad thing? Maybe if you're a Los 
Angeles fan. Am I even talking about hockey? Think about it. 
--
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WRITE 
For 
The Other Press 
Contributors wanted. Please send 
articles and/or questions to the 
editor: othereditor@yahoo.ca 
Classifieds 
Submit Classifeds to classifieds at othereditor@yahoo.ca 
Students advertise for free! 
For free student classifieds up 
to 30 words, email: 
othereditor@yahoo.ca with your 
name, student number, and 
desired section, and put "classi-
fied" in the subject line. 
Fast Cash Ads: 3 lines, 3 times 
for $20 (30 words ma.-x). Open 
rate of $5 per line. Enquiries: 
call our advertising manager at 
604.525.3542. 
Pictures 
Classified pictures are $10 each 
printing. The picture size is 
3.5cm x 2.5cm, black and white. 
When placing an ad please 
remember ... 
All ads must be received by 
Thursday to be published in the 
following Wednesday's paper. 
Check your ad for errors and 
please calJ or email our oftices 
to report any corrections. To 
ensure the integrity of our stu-
dent newspaper, we reserve the 
right to revise, reclassify, edit, or 
refuse your ad. 
For Sala 
Two 128MB Memory Modules 
184PIN DDR PC2100 DIMM 
With original packages. 
A Steal at $45! E-Mail me at 
email@scottelliott.com. 
1980 Honda CB650 
parts, $5 and up. Email 
redcoat1812@hotmail.com. 
Complete P4 system with 256MB 
DDR400, 80GB HDD, 16x DVD±RW & 
K/M/S for only $399. FREE exchange 
K/M/S for 512MB RAM. Everything 
BRAND ~EW Contact Andre at acepc-
canada@gmail.com if interested. 
Herbal products to improve your health. 
Choose an alternative to conventional 
medicine. Safe and easy to use. Contact 
Alex at natural_cures@hotmail.com or 
604.589.8728 
I Saw You 
I saw you at WPNCUP. You were sleeping 
and I was snapping photos. You are an 
overreactive wang-on who should learn to 
take a joke. Boo hoo, you got picked on. 
Life sucks, ger a helmet. See ya back in 
Ritzville. 
Rita Ma 
Van Press: You're mde, incompetent, and gener-
ally stink. Bite me. [heart] CFM 
To the provincial liberals and their 15 percent 
pay raise, while the rest of us get nada. Bite me. 
God curse all you rotten cmde people with your 
machetes, clubs, and guns whi have no other 
way to express yourselves other than battering 
some poor soul. 
Sarvicas 
Tutor/Proofreader (Ph.D) $25/hour for 
essays, thesis, etc. 604.837.1016 
or editor888@hotmail.com. 
Professional tutor, writing coach, and edi-
tor can help with English 130, 106, 112, 
and 109; also Business Communications, 
reports, letters, and resumes. Quality guar-
anteed. The Writer's Touch, www.writer-
stouch.net 604.437.6069. 
Vancouver Support group for stutterers. 
Every alternate Friday, 7-9pm. Room 4310, 
New West campus. For more info, contact 
Mary Rose Labandelo: 604.526.1735 
Wantad 
OPTions for Sexual Health (formerly 
Planned Parenthood) is looking for volun-
teers to assist on the Facts of Life Line, a 
toll-free, confidential, sexual health infor-
mation and referral resource line. Call 
604.731.4552 ext. 224, or visit 
www.optionstorsexualhealth.com. 
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AVID HAID 2 PLAYER Need to have 
Halo2 game and XBOX Live. Please contact 
by =ail. Jamie Campbell. Jamie 
Campbell12345@hotmail.com 
WATER POLO Players Wanted 
Students interested in participating 
in Intramural/Varsity Douglas Water Polo 
call: (604)777-6029(ext# 3) or 
email:sessionpolo@yahoo.ca 
for more information. 
Come live FREE AND EASY in Thailand for 
40 days!! 
Unforgettable places, people and parties! 
www.freeandeasy.ca 
Teach English 
Overseas 
~~ .. ~ ,-r~ ; 
• Intensive 60-Hour Program 
• Classroom Management Techniques 
• Detailed Lesson Planning 
• Comprehensive Teaching Materials 
• Internationally Recognized Certificate 
• Teacher Placement Service 
• Job Guarantee Included 
• Thousands of Satisfied Students 
OXFORD 
SEMINARS 
780·428·8700 /1·800·779·1779 
www.oxfordseminars.com 
o thcreditor@yahoo .ca 23 
Last Call 
Amanda Aikman, OP Colwnnist 
Dear Amanda, 
I am a snoop. Not habitually, just at Christmas time, but still, it's a problem and I 
need your help. I know it's wrong, and yet I can't control myself. I've been snooping out 
my Christmas presents for years and, to tell you the truth, I always look forward to it. 
Does that make me a terrible person? My boyfriend seems to think so. 
I promised him that this year I would refrain from my usual festive detectivework-
but I can already feel my resolve weakening. Please, tell me what to do. Save me from 
myself and my snooping ways. 
Yours truly, 
The Girlfriend that Stole Christmas 
Dear GSC, 
Hmm, that's a dilly of a pickle you've got yourself into, Snoop Dog. But before we 
proceed, I feel it's only fair to warn you that I may not be the best person to advise you 
on this matter. For you see, I too, suffer from the addiction of Christmas-gift snooping. 
Yes, I'm afraid it's true-even I am fallible. As a young child, every December I would 
indulge in the act of breaking into my parents' bedroom while they were at work, taking 
care to memorize the exact positioning of the stack of presents in their closet before 
diving in and getting a good preview of what to expect on the 25th. Now that I no 
longer live with my parents, naturally my holiday snoopery has expanded to encompass 
those lovely and thoughtful gifts purchased by my boyfriend. 
So you see, I can relate to your problem GSC. But my question to you is this: Is it 
really a "problem" at all? 
I mean I, like you, realize that stealing the oomph from our gift-givers isn't right. Yet 
I too, like you, am unable to resist the overwhelming urge to rifle through drawers and 
computer search histories as soon as my significant other's back is turned. The "prob-
lem," as I see it, is that we have been shamed into thinking our snooping is wrong when 
in fact it is a holiday tradition that we have cultivated from a young age. Oh sure, they 
say we're the selfish ones for ruining their Christmas surprises, but aren't our boyfriends 
being just as selfish by asking us to give up a time-tested and valued holiday ritual? Yes, 
yes they are. 
And your boyfriend might act all hurt and offended when he finds out that you hap-
pened upon the watch he bought you for Christmas last year, but really, if he didn't 
want you to find it why would he have just left it laying around in the old guitar case he 
keeps hidden in the crawlspace? I mean seriously, that totally wasn't my fault. 
Besides, the important thing isn't the "thing" wrapped up under the tree at all; it's 
the fact that you have each other to share this wonderful holiday with. Try telling him 
that. If he believes you, chances are he's the gullible type, and their presents are always 
the easiest to find. Good luck! 
Happy Holidays 
Amanda Aikman 
lastcall_op@yahoo.ca 
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